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ASCLD Position Statement 
 
The reduced timeline for data generated by Rapid DNA instrumentation from 

biological material provides an excellent opportunity for increased public 

safety through quick identification of individuals. Rapid instruments are not 

yet approved for use on forensic evidence samples for direct CODIS access 

(1-3).  Many DNA profiles generated at crime scenes have the potential of 

containing DNA mixtures.  Data from single source reference samples has 

been demonstrated to be reliable (4,5).  Therefore, at this time, ASCLD 

supports a position for database inclusion of single source known reference 

profiles only.   

 

ASCLD supports a position for continued database inclusion of crime scene 

samples after expert review, as provided by current DNA testing protocols in 

an accredited crime laboratory.  We recommend that Forensic Science 

Service Providers determine whether it is appropriate to use Rapid DNA 

technology for investigative leads on crime scene DNA samples as long as 

there is sufficient sample to ensure the ability to test the samples in an 

accredited laboratory, using existing infrastructure to access CODIS and 

provide expert review, quality control measures and testimony. As Rapid 

instrumentation, software and implementation progresses, ASCLD will re-

evaluate its position on crime scene samples inclusion in CODIS. 
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